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Right after the earthquake, Japan received so much support from all over the world. 
Quick responses came from many countries and international organizations, and of 
course the United Nations, too. NGOs, corporations, individuals—they all have helped 
and supported us in many ways. We are so, so grateful for all that was given to Japan.

Religious organizations played a huge role during the earthquake, too—by sending 
aid and relief services, and also, local churches and temples became evacuation centers, 
and have become the center of community in many places. Some religious leaders 
offered their prayers to the land and the souls that were taken away. The importance of 
spiritual work is really necessary and crucial in such disasters.

Personally, I take the power of prayer very deeply. It was my grandfather who, right 
after World War II, created the universal peace prayer, May peace prevail on Earth. He 
said that it was the mission of Japan to pray for peace—not only for the peace of Japan, 
but for the whole world. And for over sixty years, we have been praying for each 
country of the world, and we are offering our prayers until the time when everyone can 
pray for each and every country of the world, and we promise that until then, on behalf 
of them and their countries, we will keep offering our prayers.

Some have said, “What can prayer do? Prayer won’t change anything.” But I have 
seen and experienced the power of prayer all of my life, through my family and our
dedicated colleagues around the world. They have shown me the power of selfless 
prayer—the kind of prayer that is not about oneself, but is a prayer of unconditional 
love for all. That was given to Japan after March 11, from all over the world, and I can’t 
even express what that means. We may not be able to see the direct connections of these 
prayers, or physically see and tie in the results, but I know that all the prayers that have 
been sent to Japan have created a platform—an energy of love and hope. And from that, 
I know Japan will rise to its feet again.

I want to thank everyone on behalf of Japan and Japanese people, for all your love, 
care, and support, and your prayers for Japan.

May peace prevail on Earth. Thank you.
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